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Parents and Students, 
 
Richmond Middle School will continue to have a 7 period day for the 2018-2019 school 
year.  Sixth grade is an exciting transition time at RMS, because it is the first year that 
the students switch classes each period.    
 
Each 6th grade student will have English, Math, Social Studies, Science, and a course 
designed to go deeper into specific content of ELA and Math.  The students will also 
have 2 periods available for specials and support classes.  One period is assigned as 
the specials “wheel”, where the students will have a class every day for 1 quarter 
(approximately 10 weeks), then switch to a different special for the 2nd quarter, etc.  This 
is similar to the wheel they had in 5th grade.  The 6th grade students will also choose 1 
full year specials course to take in addition to the courses above.   
 
Please look through the course offerings and fill out the scheduling form with your 
preferences for next year.  We will do our best to give you your highest ranked choice.  
Turning your form in on time is important, and students without forms turned in will be 
assigned any course that is still available.  
 
All forms are due by Friday, May 18th.   Please turn in your form to the office. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. May: 
e-mail: mmay@richmond.k12.mi.us 
phone: 586-727-7552 ext. 2006 
 
We are excited about these great options for our students this coming year!  Please 
look over the following pages to read a brief description of each class.  
  

mailto:mmay@richmond.k12.mi.us
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English Language Arts (ELA) 

 
ELA Full year 
6th Grade Michigan ELA Standards:   
Reading Standards: 

Literature:  
• Key Ideas and Details 
• Craft and Structure 
• Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
• Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
Speaking Listening: 
• Comprehension and Collaboration 
• Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
Foundational Skills: 
• Phonics and Word Recognition 
• Fluency 
Informational Text: 
• Key Ideas and Details 
• Craft and Structure 
• Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
• Range of Reading and Level of Text complexity 

ELA Standards: 
      Language: 

• Conventions of Standard English 
• Knowledge of Language 
• Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

Writing Standards: 
• Text Types and Purposes 
• Productions and Distribution of Writing 
• Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
• Range of Writing 

 
For more information please visit:  

http://www.michiganccr.org/EffectiveInstruction/Standards.aspx 
 

  

Core Classes - Required 

http://www.michiganccr.org/EffectiveInstruction/Standards.aspx
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Math 
 
6th Grade Math Full year 
 
6th grade math will focus on four critical areas: (1) connecting ratio and rate to whole 
number multiplication and division and using concepts of ratio and rate to solve 
problems; (2) completing understanding of division of fractions and extending the notion 
of number to the system of rational numbers, which includes negative numbers; (3) 
writing, interpreting, and using expressions and equations; and (4) developing 
understanding of statistical thinking. 

 
Science 

 
Science Full year 
 
6th grade Science will explore several areas of science.  Our unit on Physical Science 
focuses on forms of energy and changes in matter.  As we study Life Science, we 
concentrate on the organization of living things and ecosystems.  Our Earth Science 
unit focuses on solid Earth, and Earth in space and time.  Throughout the year, we also 
fine tune our skills in inquiry analysis, communication, and reflections. 

 
Social Studies 

 
Social Studies Full year 
 
6th grade Social Studies is a geography-based course that introduces students to the 
physical and human geography of the world.  Beginning with a spatial perspective, 
students explore different ways in which the earth has been represented, how 
geographers use specific tools and technologies in geographic inquiry.  They explore 
patterns of natural and human characteristics and use case studies to examine how the 
physical environment has provided both benefits and obstacles to human society.  
Students explore how humans have used, adapted, or modified their environment and 
the consequences.  Students examine a variety of global issues that emanate from 
human activities such as migration and settlement, culture and cultural diffusion, 
population and demographic changes, resource use, and increasing networks of trade 
and economic interdependence.  Students investigate how local, national, and 
international governmental and non-governmental organizations respond to 
contemporary issues.  The curriculum and materials push students to take a global view 
of their world. 
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ELA 

 
6th Grade Informational Text 1 Quarter 
 
The Michigan Curriculum asks students to read stories and literature, as well as more 
complex texts that provide facts and background knowledge in areas such as science 
and social studies. In this class, students will be challenged and asked questions that 
push them to refer back to what they’ve read. This stresses critical-thinking, problem-
solving, and analytical skills that are required for success in college, career, and life. 
The Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 
History/Social Studies will be approached through the study of culture. Adolescent 
literacy practices will be integrated throughout lessons.  Students will engage in a 
variety of scaffolded note-taking activities and read selections of informational texts and 
visual data. Research opportunities, reading strategies, and writing exercises are 
deliberately placed to support students’ growing independence.      

 
6th Grade Reading     1 Quarter 
 
6th Grade Reading class will focus on specific content area reading strategies to 
strengthen comprehension, critical-thinking, problem-solving, and analytical 
skills. Students will engage in a variety of activities and apply these strategies to a 
range of informational text selections and historical fiction.  

 
Math 

 
6th Grade Algebraic Thinking 1 Quarter 
 
Using what they already know about solving arithmetic operations, students will 
understand and apply basic algebra concepts in evaluating expressions.  In solving an 
algebraic expression or equation, students will learn to identify the different properties 
presented and to use variables to represent numbers and real-world math problems.  
Students will be able to identify the parts of an expression using mathematical terms 
(sum, term, product, factor, quotient, coefficient) and be able to solve one variable 
equations and inequalities. 

 
  

Math and ELA Required Quarter classes 
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6th Grade Geometry 1 Quarter 
 
This class involves reasoning about relationships among shapes to determine area, 
surface area, and volume. By rearranging and moving pieces, students discuss, 
develop and justify formulas for finding the area of right triangles and parallelograms, 
and the surface area of polygons.  Students will also work with shapes that have 
fractional side lengths. Lastly, students will work on scale drawings and construction by 
drawing polygons in the coordinate plane. 
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Art 

 
Art 1 Quarter 
 
In 6th grade art we will cover basic design theory using lines, symmetry, color, and 
value. We will also learn about famous artists and styles within art. Students will spend 
time studying artwork as early as the cave paintings and as current as Andy 
Warhol. Students will take a more independent approach to their art creation this year. 
Students will draw from life, paint, and learn to be uniquely creative this year in art. All 
that is needed is an open mind, to be prepared, and always try your best. 

 
Computers 

 
Computers 1 Quarter 
 
Students will learn the fundamentals of their digital footprint and online safety. They will 
focus on online research through the Michigan eLibrary, create powerful presentations, 
and learn about copyright and citation. Students will also concentrate on improving their 
typing skills.  

 
Music 

 
Music 1 Quarter 
 
Students will gain basic knowledge and appreciation for a variety of music eras, genres, 
and cultures. This course will also provide students with basic knowledge of music 
literacy using a variety of activities such as vocal music, classroom instruments, music 
theory, and composition.   

 
Physical Education (PE) 

 
PE 1 Quarter 
 
Physical education is a sequential, developmentally appropriate education program that  
provides students with the knowledge, skills, fitness, and attitudes necessary to lead a 
healthy lifestyle. All students will show competence in the following six physical 
education content standards: demonstrate competency in motor skills and movement 
patterns needed to perform a variety of physical activities;  demonstrate understanding 

Specials Classes – Required Wheel 
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of movement concepts, principles, strategies, and tactics as they apply to the learning 
and performance of physical activities; participate regularly in lifelong physical activity; 
achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of physical fitness; exhibit responsible 
personal and social behavior that respects self and others in physical activity settings; 
value physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and/or social 
interaction. 
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Computers/Technology 

Computer Programming Full year 
 
Students will learn beginning computer programming skills. They will start with basic, 
visual drop and drag programming, like Scratch and Turtle Art, then move on to Alice, 
and finally into the Python programming language. Students will apply these 
programming skills to writing programs for Pablo, the class Finch robot, as well as 
creating their own inventions using the Hummingbird Duo or other programmable 
devices.  This class is designed for students with a strong interest in technology, above 
average computer skills, and patience for the trial and error that successful 
programming requires.  

 
6/7 Spanish Culture through Digital Media Full year 
6th or 7th grade 
You may NOT take this class in 7th grade if you take it in 6th grade 
 
Students will learn about the cultures of Spanish speaking countries in combination with 
learning digital media skills.  Cultural aspects covered may include music, food, 
education, family, and religion. Students will also learn to create a myriad of multimedia 
projects including photo editing (basic to advanced), screen casts, video editing, 
podcasting and audio file creation and manipulation, and 2D and 3D animation. 
Students will also create their own augmented reality project that integrates their other 
multimedia projects.

 
Music 

Beginning Band Full year 
 
Students will be involved in many learning experiences in middle school band. These 
learning experiences include: (1) learning to read and play music, (2) opportunities to be 
leaders and learning to work together, and (3) gaining a depth of musical knowledge 
while improving their individual skills on their chosen instrument. Students will learn 
techniques for tone production including breathing, embouchure, and posture. 6th 
Grade band repertoire will be suited to the ensemble and will provide a challenging and 
positive learning experience. Students will perform in several required concerts 
throughout the school year.  

 
  

Specials Classes - Electives 
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6th Grade Choir Full year 
 
This is a non-auditioned mixed ensemble open to anyone with the desire to sing and 
begin a basic study of music fundamentals. Students will learn techniques for tone 
production, including but not limited to: breathing techniques, singing posture, and 
proper diction. Students will learn music theory including note values, 
rhythms, solfeggio, pitch syllables and Curwen hand signs. Students will sing unison 
and two part music while experiencing singing in an ensemble. 6th Grade Choir will sing 
a varied repertoire, featuring both sacred and secular music representing different 
historical eras. Repertoire will be suited to the ensemble and will provide a challenging 
and positive learning experience. Students will perform in several required concerts 
throughout the school year. 

 
Physical Education 

 
6th Grade PE Full year 
 
This course will consist of two days a week of circuit training using the PPF standards 
and three days a week of competing in team sports. We will rotate sports and circuit 
training days every two weeks to promote muscle confusion, so that our students see 
gains in their muscular and cardiovascular endurance. Students will be tested using the 
national PPF standards. 

 
Spanish 

 
6/7 Spanish Culture through Digital Media Full year 
6th or 7th grade 
You may NOT take this class in 7th grade if you take it in 6th grade 
 
Students will learn about the cultures of Spanish speaking countries in combination with 
learning digital media skills.  Cultural aspects covered may include music, food, 
education, family, and religion. Students will also learn to create a myriad of multimedia 
projects including photo editing (basic to advanced), screen casts, video editing, 
podcasting and audio file creation and manipulation, and 2D and 3D animation. 
Students will also create their own augmented reality project that integrates their other 
multimedia projects. 
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This class may be assigned to students based on academic need.  This class 
takes the place of 1 and a half trimester wheel classes. 
 
Text Analysis 1 Semester 
ACRI - Adolescent Critical Reading Intervention 
 
ACRI is an accelerated county-wide initiative based on fifty years of state-of-the-art 
literacy research, founded by Dr. Sharon Russell (University of Michigan) and Dr. Laura 
Schiller (Oakland Schools). The initiative is focused on academic literacy and is 
designed to bring struggling elementary, middle, and high school readers to grade level 
quickly. 

 

Support Class 
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